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The Thomas Hardye School

WELCOME!
Performance tables will be published in the
national press tomorrow. Our headline figure
for 5+ A-C’s including English and maths
has risen by 3% to 68% so I am sure that is
what will gain the attention. However, equally
important is the value added score which
shows how much progress young people are
making. After all our results may have gone
up just because we had a better intake in
2010! Our value added score of 1010.4 shows
this was not the case. A score of 1000 shows
expected progress, a score below 1000 suggests
that progress is less than expected and a score
above 1000 is evidence of better than
expected progress. A score of 1010.4 is
significant. In other words, students at
Thomas Hardye are making progress
significantly beyond what might be expected
considering their starting point; one of only
three schools in Dorset and the only one to
have achieved that feat two years running.
This is the real cause for celebration but it
will probably be missed in the reporting of
results. I should also single out the Sixth Form
staff for special praise following the record AS
results last summer; we look forward to similar
success at A2 in 2014.
I am always keen to point out that exam
results are only part of the picture.
Last Thursday I attended a ‘Night at the
Musicals’ performed by the Musical Theatre
Club; the choir sang at Hilfield Priory and at
St Mary’s Church in a service of thanksgiving
for the hospice, and the latest edition of
STEM at THS (available on the website)
was published showing all the enrichment
activities that take place around science,
technology, engineering and maths.
Each of these events provides an uplifting
reminder of what it means to attend the
Thomas Hardye School even though they
will never appear in a league table!

BOOK CLUB

STRATFORD GET THEIR GOAT
The School’s four
Colleges - Stratford,
Napier, Henning and
Trenchard - have been
looking at possible
Mascots. The Stratford
College team decided
that the animal that best
represented their values
of “Active, Curious and
Determined” was a goat.
The students were very
excited to finally meet
‘Vince’, a rare breed Bagot
goat, during their College
Presentation. Although
Vince did get slightly
nervous due to the large
audience (thankfully some
wooden boards had been
laid down), he seemed
happy enough.
Research by science teacher
Mr Munro had located
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the Bagot goat at Kingston
Maurward College.
There are only around 200
of this breed remaining in
the world, thought to be
brought into the country
by returning Crusaders
and named after John
Bagot of Blithfield.
Thomas Hardye’s Stratford
College students will be
working in co-operation
with Kingston Maurward
to help protect this
important breed of goat.
Thanks to the staff from
Kingston Maurward for
bringing Vince in and
teaching the students about
him. Paul O’Donnell,
Head of Stratford College,
said “We look forward
to seeing Vince
on more occasions”.

The next Thomas Hardye
Community Book Club
meeting will take place on
Monday 3rd March at
6.00pm in the school’s
Learning Resources
Centre. New members are
very welcome: the current
book under discussion is
The Taste of Apple
Seeds by Katharina
Hagena. Each new book
is chosen by the group
from a shortlist. For more
information, contact
bookclub@thomashardye.net

JAPANESE CLUB
Japanese Club is going
strong with students
from all years (see
above, with assistant
Yoko Leedham). After
spending time learning
origami & calligraphy,
this week they will
be doing some Japanese
cooking. Club members
are working towards
an entry-level
certificate, and some
will go on to do GCSE
Japanese and visit Japan!

KEEPING IN
TOUCH

Would you like
to receive this
newsletter by email?
Please contact
admin@thomashardye.net

Contact newsletter@thomas-hardye.net
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FANTASTIC
FUNDRAISING!

CHOIR COMMEMORATES
The School Choir sang at the service
to mark the 20th Anniversary of the
opening of the Joseph Weld Hospice
on Monday 20th January, at St Mary’s
Church in Edward Road.

The Level 2 Pathways Students
have raised £400 for charity. £200
is being sent to both The National
Autistic Society and to Kidney
Research UK. The charities were
chosen by the students as they
have a connection with them.
The Level 1 students are now in
the process of deciding their next
round of fundraising activities
and have a £400 target to aim
for. Thank you to all who have
supported the students.

PARENTS’ SUPPORT
EVENING: YEAR 11
EXAM PREPARATION

NIGHT OF THE MUSICALS
Musical Theatre Club provided an
entertaining evening of song and dance
at their recent performance. Large
ensemble numbers from Hairspray,
Wicked and Matilda were interspersed
with solo and small group pieces.
This was a super evening from this
recently formed group: new members
from all year groups are welcome.
Mondays
3.30pm - 5.00pm in MU1

The session will offer practical
ideas and tips from subject
areas to help parents support
their child during this very
important time. There will
be informal presentations,
guidance material to take
away and a chance to put
questions to members of the
teaching staff. For further
information, please contact
tennion@thomas-hardye.net

Thursday 13th March
6:00pm
Thomas Hardye School

3D PRINTER
‘MAKERBOT’ ARRIVES
The arrival of a 3-D Printer
Makerbot has caused excitement
in the Design Department.
Funding from Design and
the Arkwright Foundation
means that students can use
this cutting-edge piece of
technology to model and to
make aspects of their design
solutions at GCSE and A level.
The printer uses PLA material
on spools, and builds objects up
layer by layer. It is pre-loaded

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
The South West Dorset
MultiCultural Network
host the 9th Holocaust
Memorial Day (HMD)
Event at the Corn
Exchange on HighWest
Street on Friday 24th
January 2014 between
12.30pm –1.30pm. This
free event will be attended
by local councillors,
network members and
schools. All are welcome to
join the commemoration,
which includes art work
and readings, short talks
and music. Students from
Thomas Hardye will reflect
on the impact of the
genocide in Rwanda 20
years ago. It will conclude
with the lighting of candles
and a minute of silence.

The school will be
holding a week of crosscurricular learning about
the Holocaust and other
genocides during 24
– 28th February. The
week will examine the
Kindertransport, the
geopolitics of the Rwandan
genocide, plus a public
performance by Jonathan
Salt of ‘Confessions of
a Butterfly’, the story
of Dr. Janusz Korczak’s
work at his orphanage
in the Warsaw Ghetto
prior to its liquidation.
Tickets available from both
Dorchester Arts Centre

and the school.

key dates

SPRING & SUMMER TERMS 2014
half-term: MONDAY 17TH - FRIDAY 21ST FEBRUARY
end of term: FRIDAY 4TH APRIL
beginning of Summer Term: TUESDAY 22ND APRIL
half -term: MONDAY 26TH - FRIDAY 31ST MAY
end of term: FRIDAY 18TH JULY

THE SCHOOL CALENDAR CAN
BE FOUND ONLINE here

with some design files for
objects such as a comb, bracelet
and chain, and projects can be
downloaded from
http://www.thingiverse.com/

Students can also design their
own work in software like
Solidworks, Pro-Desktop and
Google SketchUp. One of the
current Arkwright scholars,
Josh Curry, has already taken
the basic functions of the
Makerbot Replicator to a higher
level by printing out a 3D
model of himself.

for more news, visit www.thomas-hardye.dorset.

FASHION
COMMUNICATIONS
TALK
Diana Hall, founder and director
of Modus, a London-based
fashion, beauty and lifestyle
communications agency, will
be giving a talk to students on
Thursday 30th January during
period 3. Students will have the
opportunity to ask questions
on the fashion industry and on
business careers.
Parents can find general help and
advice about careers at
www.parentalguidance.org.uk

