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Seed by Lisa Heathfield 

A thrilling story of life in a cult. 

Fifteen-year-old Pearl has lived her whole life protected within the small 
community at Seed, where they worship Nature and idolise their leader, 
Papa S. When some outsiders arrive, everything changes. Pearl 
experiences feelings that she never knew existed and begins to realise that 
there is darkness at the heart of Seed.  A darkness from which she must 
escape, before it's too late. 

A chilling and heartbreaking coming-of-age story of life within a cult, Seed 
was shortlisted for the Waterstones' Children's Book Prize in 2016.  

 

 

 

A Seven Letter Word by Kim Slater 

'My name is Finlay McIntosh. I can see OK, can hear perfectly fine and I 
can write really, really well. But the thing is, I can't speak. I'm a st-st-st-
stutterer. Hilarious, isn't it? It's like the word is there in my mouth, fully 
formed and then, just as it's ready to leave my lips . . . POP! It jumps and 
ricochets and bounces around my gob. Except it isn't funny at all, because 
there's not a thing I can do about it.' 

Finlay's mother vanished two years ago. And ever since then his stutter 
has become almost unbearable. Bullied at school and ignored by his father, 
the only way to get out the words which are bouncing around in his head is 
by writing long letters to his ma which he knows she will never read, and 
by playing Scrabble online. But when Finlay is befriended by an online 
Scrabble player called Alex, everything changes. Could it be his mother 
secretly trying to contact him? Or is there something more sinister going 
on? 

 

 

 
 

This Mortal Coil by Emily Suvada 

3 billion lives at stake. 2 people who can save them. 1 secret hidden in their 
DNA. A breathtaking debut series about one girl's quest for answers in a 
genetically and technologically advanced future. There's no gene for RUN 
LIKE HELL. 

When a lone soldier, Cole, arrives with news of Lachlan Agatta's death, all 
hope seems lost for Catarina. Her father was the world's leading geneticist, 
and humanity's best hope of beating a devastating virus. Then, hidden 
beneath Cole's genehacked enhancements she finds a message of hope: 
Lachlan created a vaccine. 

Only she can find and decrypt it, if she can unravel the clues he left for her. 
The closer she gets, the more she finds herself at risk from Cartaxus, a 
shadowy organization with a stranglehold on the world's genetic tech. But 
it's too late to turn back. 

As the pieces fit together it's clear there is one final secret that Cat must 
unlock. A secret that will change everything. 
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Tales of the Peculiar by Ransom Riggs 

A new set of stories from the world of Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar 
Children. Now in paperback with a brand-new story: The Man who Bottled 
the Sun. 

In this collection of fairy tales, Ransom Riggs invites you to uncover hidden 
legends of the peculiar world. A fork-tongued princess, a girl who talks to 
ghosts, and wealthy cannibals who dine on the discarded limbs of peculiars 
are just a few of the characters whose stories will have you hooked. 

Featuring stunning illustrations from world-renowned artist Andrew 
Davidson, this compelling, rich and truly peculiar anthology is the perfect 
gift for fans - and for all lovers of great storytelling. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 

February, 1941. After months of bombing raids in London, twelve-year-old 
Olive Bradshaw and her little brother Cliff are evacuated to the Devon 
coast. The only person with two spare beds is Mr Ephraim, the local 
lighthouse keeper. But he's not used to company and he certainly doesn't 
want any evacuees.  

Desperate to be helpful, Olive becomes his post-girl, carrying secret 
messages (as she likes to think of the letters) to the villagers. But Olive has 
a secret of her own. Her older sister Sukie went missing in an air raid, and 
she's desperate to discover what happened to her. And then she finds a 
strange coded note which seems to link Sukie to Devon, and to something 
dark and impossibly dangerous. 

 
 

 

Loneliest Girl in the Universe by Lauren James 

Romy Silvers is the only surviving crew-member of a spaceship travelling 
to a new planet, on a mission to establish a second home for humanity. 
Alone in space, she is the loneliest girl in the universe until she hears about 
a new ship which has launched from Earth ï with a single passenger on 
board. A boy called J.  

Their only communication is via email ï and due to the distance between 
them, their messages take months to transmit. And yet Romy finds herself 
falling in love. 

Can you fall in love with someone you've never met, never even spoken to 
ï someone who is light years away? But what does Romy really know about 
J? And what do the mysterious messages which have started arriving from 
Earth really mean? Sometimes, there's something worse than being 
alone... 
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The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 

Natasha: Iôm a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not 
destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. Iôm definitely not the kind of 
girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and falls in 
love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being 
deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with him wonôt be my story. 
 
Daniel: Iôve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my 
parentsô high expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I 
see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha makes me think 
that fate has something much more extraordinary in storeˈfor both of us. 
 
The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single 
moment. A million futures lie before us. Which one will come true? 

 

 

Juniper Lemonôs Happiness Index by Julie Israel 
 

It's hard to keep close a person everyone keeps telling you is gone. It's 
been sixty-five days since the accident that ripped Juniper's world apart. 
Life without her kind, beautiful, vibrant big sister Camilla is a colder, 
darker place. 

Until she discovers the letter. The letter Camie wrote, but never got to 
send. It's mysteriously addressed to 'You' and dated July 4th - the day of 
the accident. Desperate to learn the identity of Camie's secret love, 
Juniper starts to investigate. But then she loses something herself. A card 
from her daily ritual, The Happiness Index: little notecards on which she 
rates the day. The Index has been holding Juniper together since Camie's 
death - but without this card, there's a hole. And this particular card 
contains Juniper's own secret: a memory she can't let anyone else find 
out. 

An unforgettable story of love, loss, mistakes and memories. 

 

 

     
 

The Girlfriend by Michelle Frances 
 

She loves your son. She wants your life. How far would you go to protect 
your son? 

Laura has it all. A successful career, a long marriage to a rich husband, 
and a twenty-three year-old son, Daniel, who is kind, handsome, and 
talented. Then Daniel meets Cherry. Cherry is young, beautiful and smart 
but hasnôt led Lauraôs golden life. And she wants it. 

When tragedy strikes, a decision is made and a lie is told. A lie so terrible 
it changes their lives forever  
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Pax by Sara Pennypacker 
 

The moving story of the extraordinary friendship between a boy and his fox 
and their epic journey to be reunited. Beautifully illustrated by multi-award 
winner, Jon Klassen. Now available in Paperback! 

Pax was only a kit when his family was killed and he was rescued by óhis 
boyô, Peter. Now the country is at war and when his father enlists, Peter 
has no choice but to move in with his grandfather. Far worse than leaving 
home is the fact that he has to leave Pax behind. But before Peter spends 
even one night under his grandfatherôs roof he sneaks out into the night, 
determined to find his beloved friend. This is the story of Peter, Pax, and 
their journeys back to each other as war rampages throughout the country. 

A profound and moving story with stunning illustrations by award-winning 
illustrator, Jon Klassen, óPaxô is destined to become a classic in the vein of 
óCharlotteôs Webô and óWatership Downô. 

 

 

 

 
 

The Island at the End of Everything by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
 
Amihan lives on Culion Island, where some of the inhabitants - including 
her mother - have leprosy. Ami loves her home - with its blue seas and lush 
forests, Culion is all she has ever known. But the arrival of malicious 
government official Mr Zamora changes her world forever: islanders 
untouched by sickness are forced to leave. Banished across the sea, she's 
desperate to return, and finds a strange and fragile hope in a colony of 
butterflies. Can they lead her home before it's too late? 

 

Knights of the Borrowed Dark by Dave Rudden 

The first book in a new series about an orphan boy who discovers he is 
part of a secret army that protects the world from a race of shadowy 
monsters. 
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Knights of the Borrowed Dark: Forever Court by Dave Rudden 

The second book in the brilliant Knights of the Borrowed Dark trilogy, 
perfect for fans of Skulduggery Pleasant. 

Life is returning to normal for Denizen Hardwick. Well, the new normal, 
where he has to battle monsters in quiet Dublin bookshops and constantly 
struggle to contain the new powers he has been given by Mercy, the 
daughter of the Endless King. But Denizen may need those powers 
sooner than he thinks - not only are the Tenebrous stirring again but the 
Order of the Borrowed Dark face a new threat from much closer to 
home... 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Sellout by Paul Beatty 

Winner of the Man Booker Prize, 2016 

A biting satire about a young man's isolated upbringing and the race trial 
that sends him to the Supreme Court, The Sellout showcases a comic 
genius at the top of his game. 
 
Born in Dickens on the southern outskirts of Los Angeles, the narrator of 
The Sellout spent his childhood as the subject in his father's racially 
charged psychological studies. He is told that his fatherôs work will lead to 
a memoir that will solve their financial woes. But when his father is killed 
in a drive-by shooting, he discovers there never was a memoir. All thatôs 
left is a bill for a drive-through funeral. 
 
Whatôs more, Dickens has literally been wiped off the map to save 
California from further embarrassment. Fuelled by despair, the narrator 
sets out to right this wrong with the most outrageous action conceivable: 
reinstating slavery and segregating the local high school, which lands him 
in the Supreme Court. 
 
In his trademark absurdist style, which has the uncanny ability to make 
readers want to both laugh and cry, The Sellout is an outrageous and 
outrageously entertaining indictment of our time. 

 

 
 

Sweet Pizza by G R Gemin 

When Joe tasted a mouthful he was amazed how delicious it was - a 
dense taste, better than any pasta he'd eaten before. Food was suddenly 
different - he felt as if his taste buds were doing the cha-cha-cha on 
Strictly.Joe loves his Italian heritage: the language, the opera, the 
lasagne! But it's hard to celebrate his Italian roots in Bryn Mawr, South 
Wales, where his mam is sick of running the family's tatty cafe. Just like 
his great-grandfather who opened the cafe in 1929, Joe is an 
entrepreneur. He vows to save the family business, and to spice up the 
tired High Street with a little Italian flavour!This is a heart-warming story 
about bringing a diverse community together and the amazing history of 
Italian immigrants in Wales. 
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You Know You Love Me by Cecily von Ziegesar 

'Welcome to New York City's Upper East Side, where my friends and I all 
live in huge, fabulous apartments and go to exclusive private schools. We 
aren't always the nicest people in the world, but we make up for it in looks 
and taste.' The Gossip Girl series is the ultimate in glamour and cool. Set 
in New York's glamorous Upper East Side the narrative follows the thrills 
and spills of its richest and most beautiful teenage residents (with Jimmy 
Choo shoes and shopping at Barneys mixed in along the way). In this 
second novel, they are interviewing for college (Ivy League only, 
naturally). 

 

 
 

All the Missing Girls by Megan Miranda 

It's been ten years since Nicolette Farrell left her rural hometown after her 
best friend, Corinne, disappeared without trace. Then a letter from her 
father arrives - 'I need to talk to you. That girl. I saw that girl.' Has her 
father's dementia worsened, or has he really seen Corinne? Returning 
home, Nicolette must finally face what happened on that terrible night all 
those years ago. Then, another young woman goes missing, almost to 
the day of the anniversary of when Corinne vanished. And like ten years 
ago, the whole town is a suspect.  

Told backwards - Day 15 to Day 1 - Nicolette works to unravel the truth, 
revealing shocking secrets about her friends, her family, and what really 
happened to Corinne. Like nothing you've ever read before, All the 
Missing Girls is a brilliantly plotted debut thriller that will leave you 
breathless. 

 

 

 
 

I Capture the Castle by Dodie Smith 
 
'I write this sitting in the kitchen sink' is the first line of this timeless, witty 
and enchanting novel about growing up. Cassandra Mortmain lives with 
her bohemian and impoverished family in a crumbling castle in the middle 
of nowhere. Her journal records her life with her beautiful, bored sister, 
Rose, her fadingly glamorous stepmother, Topaz, her little brother 
Thomas and her eccentric novelist father who suffers from a financially 
crippling writer's block. However, all their lives are turned upside down 
when the American heirs to the castle arrive and Cassandra finds herself 
falling in love for the first time. 
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Monster by Michael Grant 

The GONE series may be over, but it's not the end of the story . . .  

MICHAEL GRANT'S ACTION-PACKED AND MUCH ANTICIPATED 
NEW BOOK, SET IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE BESTSELLING GONE 
SERIES. 

When the dome came down, they thought it was the end of the troubles. 
Truth is, it was just the beginning. Shade Darby witnessed events that day, 
with devastating consequences, and vowed never to feel that powerless 
again. Now, four years later, she gets her hands on a part of the meteor 
that began it all ï and thatôs when she changes. 

Trouble is, Shadeôs not the only one mutating, and the authorities cannot 
allow these superpowers to go unchecked . . . 

 

 

 
 
 

Being Miss Nobody by Tamsin Winter 
 
... I am Miss Nobody. 
 
Rosalind hates her new secondary school. She's the weird girl who 
doesn't talk. The Mute-ant. And it's easy to pick on someone who can't 
fight back. So Rosalind starts a blog - Miss Nobody; a place to speak up, 
a place where she has a voice. But there's a problem... 
 
Is Miss Nobody becoming a bully herself? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Tender Earth by Sita Brahmachari 
 

Laila Levenson has always been the baby of the family, but now with her 
older siblings, Mira and Krish, leaving home just as she starts secondary 
school, everything feels like it's changing... can the reappearance of Nana 
Josie's Protest Book and the spirit it releases in Laila, her friends and her 
local community, help her find her own voice and discover what she truly 
believes in?  

A powerful chime rings through Laila's mind, guiding her to walk the 
footsteps of the past on her way to discover her own future. 
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The Girl in Between by Sarah Carroll 
 
I know the mill has a story cos thereôs something strange going on. I 
heard something. Iôve decided that Iôm going to find out what it is later 
today when Ma leaves. Cos even if it is scary, we live here and weôre 
never leaving. So if thereôs something going on, I need to know.  
 
In an old, abandoned mill, a girl and her ma take shelter from their 
memories of life on the streets. To the girl itôs home, her safe place, the 
Castle. But as her ma spins out of control and the Authorities move ever 
closer, the girl finds herself trapped ï stuck in the crumbling mill with only 
the ghosts of the past for company. 
  
Can she move on before itôs too late?  
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Enchanted April by Elizabeth von Arnim 

Mrs Wilkins and Mrs Arbuthnot, cowed and neglected by their husbands, 
make a daring plan: they will have a holiday. Leaving a drab and rainy 
London one April and arriving on the shores of the Mediterranean, they 
discover a flower-filled paradise of beauty, warmth and leisure. Joined by 
the beautiful Lady Caroline and domineering Mrs Fisher, also in flight from 
the burdens of their daily lives, the four women proceed to transform 
themselves and their prospects. 

 

 

Bubble Boy by Stewart Foster 

Amir is mad. Heôs crazy. But the hospital wouldnôt let a crazy person in. 
They must have interviewed him and checked his qualifications. But 
maybe he didnôt even meet them? Maybe he hasnôt even come from 
India. He might have arrived on an alien spaceship and snuck in here in 
the middle of the night.  
 
Eleven-year-old Joe can't remember a life outside of his hospital room, 
with its beeping machines and view of London's rooftops. His condition 
means he's not allowed outside, not even for a moment, and his few 
visitors risk bringing life-threatening germs inside his 'bubble'. But then 
someone new enters his world and changes it for ever. 
 
THE BUBBLE BOY is the story of how Joe spends his days, copes with 
his loneliness and frustrations, and looks - with superhero-style bravery, 
curiosity and hope - to a future without limits. Expect superheroes, super 
nurses and a few tears from this truly unique story. 
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The Trials of Apollo by Rick Riordan 

How do you punish an immortal? By making him human. 

After angering his father Zeus, the god Apollo is cast down from Olympus. 
Weak and disorientated, he lands in New York City as a regular teenage 
boy. Now, without his godly powers, the four-thousand-year-old deity must 
learn to survive in the modern world until he can somehow find a way to 
regain Zeus's favour. 

But Apollo has many enemies - gods, monsters and mortals who would 
love to see the former Olympian permanently destroyed. Apollo needs help, 
and he can think of only one place to go . . . an enclave of modern demigods 
known as Camp Half-Blood. 

 

 
 

Earthland by Joffre White 
 
In the desolate remains of a post-apocalyptic earth, two territories survive: 
Earthland and Opulence. Earthland is a forbidding domain, where its 
inhabitants consist of mutated animals and crazed humans, amongst 
which, pockets of a surviving civilisation strive to exist. Opulence is a 
floating metropolis; this is the realm of the rich and the privileged - the 
Fortunata. Should your wealth run out, you are Transported, to the savage 
shores of Earthland. Sixteen-year-old Savannah Loveday is a child of the 
Fortunata, and a rebel against the favoured society into which she was 
born. After taking one rebellious act too far, she is sentenced to be 
Transported while her parents stand by, silent and submissive. Her elder 
brother Jago savours Savannah's predicament, he is only concerned with 
his ruthless aspirations of supreme leadership. Savannah's younger sister, 
Beth is left distraught and truly devastated. Washed up onto the nightmare 
shores of Earthland, and moments from a horrific death, she is rescued by 
the enigmatic Tanis Kane. An emotional journey shapes the growth and 
strength of Savannah's character, and amongst a dangerous environment, 
her relationship with Tanis flourishes.However, she still fears for Beth's 
safety, and returns to Opulence. She confronts Jago in a violent clash, 
which leaves him with an insane fury for revenge...Earthland is a gripping 
tale where survival, revenge and love weave through violent and tender 
relationships to bring the characters together and create bonds, division 
and moral conflict in a place where humanity and nature are guilty of 
creating a divided and dangerous world. It will appeal to young adults aged 
13+. 
 

 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood where 
she was born and raised and her posh high school in the suburbs. The 
uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr is the only witness 
to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer. 
Now what Starr says could destroy her community. It could also get her 
killed. 
Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement, this is a powerful and 
gripping YA novel about one girl's struggle for justice. 

 


