
Welcome
The snowdrops are out, the crocuses will follow, 
and before we know it, spring will be fully 
underway. The school emerges from winter with so 
much to be proud of, and so much going on. The 
U15 Boys’ Rugby team won through to the semi-
finals of the Schools Vase, the drama department’s 
Twisted Tales was brilliant and terrifying, and Mia-
Melesina Granger, in year 11, is about to publish 
her second novel, which is a) incredible and b) 
great for our wonderful English department, who 
I believe are taking all the credit. Students flew 
off this morning to Florida for a science trip I’m 
sure they will never forget, and our year 11s and 
year 13s are now entering the last stretch in their 
academic courses in which they will be examined 
in early summer. 

Well done to all our year 13s who have received 
offers from universities and colleges across the 
country – this process starts in January when our 
early applicants hear back from Oxbridge (and well 
done to those 9 students who received offers) and 
lasts through until just before the exams – I shall 
certainly update everyone on the full picture when 
we have it. This term saw the presentation evenings 
for students who completed the Higher Project 
Qualification (Year 11) and Extended Project 
Qualification (Year 13) – independent research 
projects where students chose the topic – and 
they were incredible. From technical explorations 
of how language models and neural networks do 
what they do, to thoughtful analysis of the impact 
of VAR on football and proposed new rules in 
Rugby union, it showed-off our students’ curiosity, 
maturity and love of learning. 

Well done to all students for their successes this 
term, and I hope they all enjoy the week off.

Nick Rutherford 
Headteacher
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stepping up in oxford 
Our partnership with New College, 
Oxford continues to flourish. In early 
January, we took forty year 11 students 
to the university as part of their  ‘Step 
Up’ outreach programme. We were 
given a tour of New College, took part 
in a workshop on A Level choices and 
learnt about the challenges of the Oxford 
admissions process. We attended a 
Biochemistry lecture on the fascinating 
yet frightening subject of antibiotic 
resistance. It was brilliant to see our 
students engage with the topic and 
participate in the lecture. The Step Up 
initiative will continue for our current  
year 11 students when they join the  
sixth form in the autumn.

Mr Ayre

Student Voice Bake Sale 
Student Voice ran a cake sale on 
Tuesday 24th January, raising just over  
£85 for new water dispenser points,  
which will be introduced around the 
school site. More fund-raising to come;  
do keep a look out! 
                                            Mrs Noble

Dance News
The Dance department has been very busy 
this term getting ready for GCSE and A 
level practical assessments. We also had a 
very successful workshop with our most 
able year 9 dancers. Students spent a day 
working extremely hard on a challenging 
contemporary piece with Mrs Ncube and 
Miss Reader. They will perform it in our 
annual dance show on 23rd March.                        

Dance Dept

Science Symposium Success
On14th November, students from the GENEsis 
genetics club & the Electron Microscope club  
held their brilliant Science Symposium, read more  
about it online here.        
                                                        Mr Lewis

Let’s go Eco
Eco Lead teacher Mrs Russell led 
assemblies this month, encouraging 
students & staff to embrace the online 
world of eco influencers and become 
inspired to make eco intentions - small 
changes to our habits which are more 
sustainable. Staff are turning off printers 
and photocopiers on Friday afternoons to 
reduce electricity usage at weekends. Mrs 
Russell launched a THS pop-up food bank 
where staff and students can donate a non-
perishable food product or a unused toiletry 
item to help support local families during 
the cost of living crisis and potentially 
reduce food waste at the same time.  
Read lots more online here

http://http://www.thomas-hardye.net/school/news/2023/02/hpq.aspx
http://http://www.thomas-hardye.net/school/news/2023/02/hpq.aspx
https://twitter.com/thomashardye
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyeschool/
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyesixthform/
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/index.php
https://www.thomas-hardye.net/school/news/2022/11-22/sci-sym.aspx
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IN THE COURTS...
Year13 A level law students attended 
the Bournemouth Crown Court on 
Tuesday 24 January 2023. Four courts 
were available for the public to attend. 
The students attended a variety 
of serious criminal cases, hearing 
barristers cross-examining witnesses, 
summing-up cases and the judges 
handing out sentences. The students 

stated the experience was not as 
they had anticipated. For example, 
although many of the cases involved 
very sensitive material, the judges’ and 
barristers’ approaches were more 
low-key than anticipated. However, the 
students agreed it had expanded their 
knowledge and understanding of the 
legal process. The students were all a 
credit to THS. 
   Mr Smith

KEEPING BUSY  
WITH TEAM PE!

It’s been an exceptionally 
busy start to the year for 
the PE department. We have 
played over 70 fixtures, from 
school friendlies, area cup and 
county cup to national cup 
competitions. 

In boys’ rugby, the year 10 
team have recently qualified 
for the quarter finals of the 
National Schools Vase Cup 
Competition after travelling 
down and beating Kingsbridge 
School, Devon in the last 
round. We’ve also hosted 
and organised four 10s 
tournaments for every year 
group. 

In boys’ football, we are still 
in many of the area cup and 
national cup competitions, 
which will finish around 
Easter time for all year groups. 
In girls’ football, the year 9s 
have got off to a flying start by 
winning an area tournament 

and are still in the area cup. 
In girls’ netball, years 9 and 
11 have won their area 
tournaments and in year 11 
we had our best ever result in 
history by coming third in the 
county tournament. 

In other sports, our 
Equestrian Team won their 
jumping class to qualify for the 
National Championships later 
on in the year. We’ve had 
cross-country running success 
at the last three meets – let’s 
hope the frost stays away for 
the upcoming fixtures. 

It has been an outstanding 
start to the year for Team 
PE and we thank each and 
everyone of the students for 
their passion, commitment 
and drive to excel in 
afterschool sports. There 
are a host of individuals who 
are excelling within their 
sports too and they need to 
be acknowledged within this 
update. 

  Team PE

MUSICAL NOTES
We have a busy half term coming up next 

term in the music department.  On 23rd 

February we are hosting the inaugural 

Wessex MAT Music Festival 

where schools from across the MAT will 

take part in workshops throughout the 

day, culminating in a performance at the 

end of the day.  We hope this will be an 

opportunity for students to forge new 

connections across the MAT.  On 6th March, 

we are delighted to be inviting four musical 

theatre professionals from the West End 

to work with our students.  This will result 

in an evening showcase to present to 

parents.  On 22nd March we are holding our 

Spring Fundraiser concert, and finally 

on 30th March the TH Singers will be visiting 

Salisbury Cathedral for Choral Evensong.

Mr Bruton, Director of Music

INTRODUCING THE 
SCHOOL GOVERNORS

The Local Governing Board of 
the Thomas Hardye School has 
three major roles delegated to it 
by the Trustees of The Wessex 
Multi Academy Trust:

• Helping to set the school’s 
vision, ethos and strategic 
direction;

• Supporting the leadership of the 
school and holding it to account 
for the educational performance 
of the school;

• Helping to oversee the financial 
performance of the school.

The Board comprises 2 Parent 
Governors. 2 Staff Governors, 
4 Foundation Governors 

(Members of the Thomas Hardye 
Foundation that supports the 
school financially), 4 Co-opted 
Members and the Headteacher. 
The aim is to have a range of 
experience and skills.

Governors meet once every 
half term and the minutes are 
available on the school website. 
Each governor has a specific link 
role and responsibility. These 
include Safeguarding, Special 
Needs, Health and Safety and key 
curriculum areas.

Governors have their own 
development plan and one of 
its key objectives this year is  
to engage with parents and  
other stakeholders

Mr Anthony Moore 
 Chair of Governors

JUMPING WITH STYLE! 
Three members of the THS equestrian 
team went to West Wilts EC last 
weekend to take part in the NSEA 
(National Schools Equestrian Assoc) 
Jumping With Style qualifiers, hoping to 
qualify for the national championships 
at Addington in Buckinghamshire. 

Bella Stubbs on Bay Lady, Evie Witty 
on Ki Jana and Scarlett Glover on 
Something About Harry won their 

90cm class, meaning they go straight 
through to compete in the national 
event in October this year. Bella & 
Scarlett were also placed individually 
in the competition. Team manager Sue 
Russell was delighted, “To get a win so 
early in the year is a great result. We 
have a growing team of young riders 
joining us this year and I’m looking 
forward to getting out to competitions 
with them!” 

Mrs Russell & Mrs Howard

Student Union 
Resources Bank
The Student Union 
have set up a new 
stationery equipment 
and textbook Resources 
Bank. Donations have 
been made by several 
departments and 
students to create this. 
Students can either 
borrow equipment and 
return it, or keep. it   
Well done to the SU  
for organising this  
helpful initiative!  
      
                  Mrs Allner

http://www.thomas-hardye.net/school/governors.aspx

