
Welcome
Our school library, led by the sensational Mrs 
Stevens and the inimitable Ms Brown, has had a 
March to remember. They used World Book Day 
as a starting point for a month of activities, visiting 
speakers, competitions and brilliant displays, all 
celebrating and promoting reading for pleasure. 
If you don’t follow the library on Twitter, I 
recommend it – not something I generally do for 
social media accounts! As well as the immense 
pleasure I know many of our students and staff 
get from reading, time spent promoting it is never 
time wasted. For students, reading is the master 
skill – it is the skill that unlocks everything else, 
and confidence in reading invariably translates into 
confidence in school generally. Unfortunately, there 
has never been stiffer competition for students’ 
attention, and it is understandable that they would 
be drawn to the bright lights, exciting headlines 
and 24/7 stimulation of their computers, phones 
and consoles. So any support you can give in 
encouraging your children to make 15 minutes a 
day for reading would be greatly appreciated – if 
your child has never got into reading or fallen out 
of the habit, I guarantee they will be amazed by 
how quickly they start noticing the benefits.

In other news, the half-term has seen a fantastic 
dance showcase, with students from across the 
school performing solo and in groups, and was 
testament to the dedication of students and staff. 
The rest of the newsletter gives you a sense of the 
rich programme of events, trips, visits and sporting 
successes which mean we finish the term on a high.

My best wishes for an enjoyable Easter break,

Nick Rutherford 
Headteacher
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Volunteers at DCH 
40 of our year 12 students have been 
volunteering at Dorset County Hospital as 
part of their Young Volunteers programme. 
The students are involved in various activities, 
such as drinks rounds, greeting patients as they 
enter the hospital and interacting with patients 
on the wards. 

Hannah Robinson, Volunteering and Patient 
Experience Lead at the hospital said,  
“The team of volunteers from Thomas Hardye 
are just fantastic and an absolute credit to the 
school.  We are seeing their confidence grow 
each time they come in and some have just 
had the confidence from day one to get  
stuck in and go for it.  I absolutely love 
catching up with them and seeing what  
they do and hearing how they have helped 
our patients and staff.”

Mr Ayres 

Languages olympiad
During February, some of our students 
entered the UK Languages Olympiad 
competition. The competition consisted of 
code-breaking real indigenous languages. 
We had 6 groups enter and each gained an 
award; congratulations to them all! 

Team 1: Foundation level - 
Jeb Neely 11SB; Elian Looker 11KE; 
Annie Lee 11KE; Grace Keefe 11GC, 
Douglas Wolff 10BDD     

Team 2: Breakthrough level -  
Rohana Stentiford 9EB; Charlotte Pinnow 
9AB; Clerise Fouche 9AR; Sarah Bennett 
9AB.          

Team 3: Breakthrough level - 
Mary Hodinott 12MM; Beth 12WJ; 
Anna Lewis 12JR; Georgia 12SP.

Team 4: Breakthorugh level - 
Dan Scotchmer 9KLL; Finn Hadgett 
9KLL; Manu Joy 9KLL; Noah Hopkins 
9JB; Lewis Daniels 9KLL.

Ms Ross

Author’s Insights
Luke Palmer, author and poet, visited the school and 
spoke to years 9 and10 about becoming an author, 
his young adult novel ‘Grow’. His talk covered topics 
including radicalisation, masculinity, anger management, 
language surrounding immigration, the importance 
of empathy and how reading helps with this. In the 
afternoon he ran creative writing workshops for some 
Year 11 students. Thank you to DASP for the funding.  
    Mrs Stevens                                                       

World Book Day
There were an amazing array of activities, 
events and competitions held in the school 
to celebrate World Book Day this year,  
from recommended favourite reads shared 
on social media, a ‘Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner’ quote competition to staff dressing 
up as book characters. Lots of photos and 
more to read here online. 

Follow @thsbookworm on Instagram and  
@THSbookworm on Twitter for lots of 
interesting content!

   Strictly Winners! 
Congratulations to teaching assistant Mrs 
Woodbury, who recently won Weldmar’s 
Strictly event with dance partner Ian Winsor, 
a fantastic achievement. £42,000 was raised 
overall. Mrs Woodbury came back to work in 
September after being diagnosed with stage 
3 bowel cancer (BC) in September 2021. She 
said, “Anything that can raise awareness  

of this can only be a good thing. If caught 
early enough BC is the most treatable, but, 
as it stands, is the second biggest cancer killer. 
Often mis-diagnosed especially in younger 
people, who are told they’re too young.Know 
your body. Check for lumps and bumps. Push 
for answers. Check your poo!”    
Donate online here.                                  

https://twitter.com/THSbookworm
https://twitter.com/thomashardye
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyeschool/
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyesixthform/
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/index.php
https://www.uklo.org/tell-me-about-uklo/
https://lukepalmerwriting.com/
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/school/news/2023/03/world-book-day.aspx
https://instagram.com/thsbookworm
https://twitter.com/THSbookworm
https://www.facebook.com/weldmar/videos/241734964960389/
https://www.facebook.com/weldmar/videos/241734964960389/
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/weldmarstrictly23
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/weldmarstrictly23                    
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DANCE NEWS 
This term has been extremely busy, 
with GCSE and A level practical 
exams being completed. We also 
had our annual dance show where 
much of this exam work could be 
appreciated by a live audience. Over 
60 students from every year group 
did the school proud, showcasing 
a wide variety of work. The show 

opened with a fabulous premiere 
performance from our newly formed 
dance company Co. Motion, Year 9 
brilliantly showed off their workshop 
pieces in different styles and a sneak 
preview performance from the school 
musical added to the mix.  All students 
worked incredibly hard in preparation, 
spending hours of in the studios and 
this resulted in a professional and slick 
show. Theory exams next!   

NEWS FROM PE
Year 9 teams got off to a 
cracking start in football, rugby, 
netball and the girls’ football 
team reached the County Cup 
semi-final.

Year 10 teams have found their 
flow this season, with some 
stand out team performances, 
with girls’ netball reaching 
county finals. The boys’ rugby 
team reached the NatWest 
Vase Semi Final, an outstanding 
achievement.

In Year 11 the girls’ netball 
placed 3rd in the County Fnals, 
their best achievement. The 
boys’ football team are eyeing 
the Area Cup Final. The girls’ 
football and boys’ rugby have 
also excelled.

Sixth Form teams have done 
outstandingly this year, with 
the rugby boys travelling to 
London for the Rosslyn Park 
7s tournament and the football 

team are in the County Cup 
Semi Final. These are just our 
team performances; there 
are numerous more we can 
mention but as always we are 
thriving within PE.  Well done 
to all students who represent 
the school in team and 
individual sports.

Below, top to bottom: Sixth Form boys’ 
rugby team, Year 10 boys’ rugby team 
& Year 11 girls’ netball team

PHYSICS OLYMPIAD
Congratulations to the Year 13 students 
who sat the British Physics Olympiad in 
November. This paper is to challenge a range 
of student knowledge, preparation and ability, 
allowing access for good students, whilst 
also aiming at stretching and challenging 
the top young physicists in the country 
in a national competition. This fluency in 
recognising topics and linking ideas is, in part, 
what develops the physicist’s confidence and 
mastery. The results finally came through 
in February, due to the huge number of 
participants. This year 2,830 students from 
440 schools participated from the UK and 
from a few schools overseas.
The results are as follows:
 Zack White – Gold; Finlay Wyer – Silver;
Beth Simons – Bronze I; Toby Lyndley – 
Bronze II; Alexander Altoft – Bronze II; 
Lloyd Dunn – Commendation 
A special mention should go to Zack White, 
who was able to achieve the prestigious 
Gold Award, as only 244 students in the 
world were awarded this accolade.

            Dr Rand

HISTORY IN LONDON
On Monday 13th March, 47 
History and Politics A level 
students visited London. We took 
a tour around Parliament, where 
we were able to see in person 
the division of the two houses 
green (House of Commons) to 
red (House of Lords). We were 
reminded that the Monarch is 
unable to sit in the House of 
Commons, hence the throne 
for the Kings Speech sits in the 
House of Lords.   

After the tour, we split up, with 
Modern historians and Politics 
student going to the Imperial 
War Museum to visit the 
extensive exhibitions.  

The Early Modern historians 
visited the Clink museum, where 
students found out the harsh 
treatment used against prisoners, 
many who were Catholics during 
Elizabeth I’s reign. 

Mrs Roper Brown

NOTES FROM MUSIC
In February we held the inaugural 
‘Wessex MAT Music Festival’ with 
Thomas Hardye, St Osmund’s, 
Dorchester Middle, St Mary’s Middle 
and Purbeck Secondary Schools taking 
part. The day consisted of a body-
percussion warm-up session, followed 
by three different workshops. At the end 
of the day, all of the students performed 
to each other and there was also the 
opportunity to hear some of the more 
established THS ensembles.

 The orchestra focussed on the piece 
A Night on the Bare Mountain by 
Mussorgsky. The choir learnt an acapella 
version of Duffy’s Mercy and a 3-part 
harmony version of Fix You by Cold 
Play.  The Rock bands focussed on 
learning Green Onions and Wipeout, 
For some of the students, it was the first 
time that they had had the opportunity 
to work with such a large group of 
musicians before. We very much hope 
this is the start of an annual event! 

Mrs Trevorrow

DASP Collab
The DASP Collaborative 
Writing Event took 
place in the Library on 
22 March involving over 
100 students from 16 
schools from years 1- 8 
with year 12 students as 
mentors. The students 
worked together to 
write a story of 500 
words with the title “The 
Day I Stopped Being 
Me”. There was a lovely 
creative buzz all morning 
with twenty four 
amazing stories as the 
end result which will be 
shared with all schools.
      
             Mrs Stevens


