
Welcome
 The end of a long term and an even longer 
calendar year is nearly upon us, marked, as always, 
by the traditional December mock exams, plays 
and concerts. The Hardye’s Rep Company’s 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ was every bit as 
bawdy, silly and ridiculous as it should have been, 
and our recent music concert showcased the 
incredible student talent in the school; whether 
singing, in the orchestra, the ensembles or the 
bands, everyone was superb in the first full concert 
since 2019. The mocks exams for Year 11 and Year 
13 are now complete, and well done to everyone 
for their focus during that important practice.
 
As I write, it is -4 degrees outside, and the school 
site, looking down towards a frost covered Maiden 
Castle, looks like something out of a Christmas 
card. I hope you and your children get to spend 
quality time together over the Winter break, and 
that everyone gets a rest after a long and sometimes 
very difficult term. I must pay tribute to our 
students, and in particular to our Year 11 students, 
for their resilience this term, and also for their care 
and compassion for each other.
 
Finally I must thank the school staff, who  
have worked tirelessly to support students with  
their learning, development and well-being 
throughout the term.

Nick Rutherford 
Headteacher
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some DRAMAtic tales...  
Keep your eyes peeled for the THS 
Theatre Players devised performance 
‘Twisted Tales!’ on the 1st, 2nd 
& 3rd Feb. The cast of 60 students 
from all year groups will use music, 
movement & physical theatre to retell 
the classics as you’ve never seen them 
before!✽✽ In November, the drama 
department took around 100 students 
to The Dorchester Corn Exchange for a 
careers day and performance of  ‘Shock 
Horror’ by Thunder Road Theatre. 
We’d like to thank all those students who 
showed exemplar behaviour. Students 
were invited to work with Alex 
Moran, who said, “I cannot thank you 
enough for bringing your amazing kids 
and being part of the day. Your students 
are a credit to you and the school!” ✽✽ 
Next term, the year 9 & 10 Acting Up 
Drama Club are working towards a 
series of four 20 minute plays, all to be 
shown one evening. Coached by several 
talented sixth formers, this opportunity 
is open to any student who attends the 
club or those who would to perform.
The adapted scripts were written as part 
of the National Connexions project. The 
club runs on Wednesdays @ 3:30 
- 5.00pm. restarting on Jan 4th. 
We’re looking for around 50 students 
from years 9 &10 to take part in this 
opportunity. 
                      The Drama Dept

YEAR 10 SEW & BAKE SUCCESS
The year 10 charity group spent one evening 
baking biscuits and cakes, then another sewing 
fabric pumpkins to sell for our nominated charity 
‘School in a Bag’ . A sale of these products raised 
£117.20, which will go directly to our charity. 
They provide essential equipment to children 
accessing education in war zones or following a 
natural disaster. It has been a pleasure to work 
with a group of students who have given up their 
own time to raise money for those less fortunate. 
Well done year 10!          

                                            Year 10 Team

Equestrian Excellence 
The school’s riding team competed in the 
NSEA National Championships at Keysoe 
International in Bedfordshire over four days 
during half term. Scarlett Glover, Hannah 
Jeans, Bella Stubbs and Evie Whitty 
took part in the show jumping & jumping 
with style classes. Bella, Evie and Scarlett 
competed in the dressage classes too. 1500 
horses and riders took part; the standard 
was high. The team’s stand-out performance 
came from Scarlett Glover on Something 
About Harry, beating 101 competitors to 
win the 85cm Jumping with Style class.  

Scarlett also came 4th in the individual’s 
Novice Dressage class. THS Equestrian team 
manager Sue Russell was delighted with her 
team of young riders, who learnt a lot from 
competing amongst the best in the country. 

A big congratulations and thank you to 
Sue Russell and her team!
 Photos & story courtesy of Mrs Russell

A postcard from Málaga
In October, the Spanish Department ran a trip 

to Málaga for 30 year 10 & 11 students. We 

attended Spanish classes each morning & visited 

the Alcazaba, a medieval Moorish Fortress, La 

Rosaleda football stadium, the Pompidou Centre, 

the Contemporary Arts Centre and the ornate 

Catedral de Málaga. We enjoyed speaking Spanish 

with locals in the old town & market and took 

part in a flamenco class: dancing ability proved 

to be no barrier to enjoyment! We also visited a 

tapas restaurant, trying paella, calamari, pimientos 

picantes & chocolate con churros and met Spanish 

teenagers at a local secondary school. The trip was 

very much enjoyed by all. Thank you to Señorita 

Ross, Ms Morgan and Ms Wilson. 

                                      
      Elian Looker, Y11

https://twitter.com/thomashardye
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyeschool/
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyesixthform/
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/index.php
https://www.thunderroadtheatre.org/
https://www.schoolinabag.org/
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POPPIES ON PARADE
Five year 9 art groups gave new life to plastic 
bottles by creating 3D poppies in response to 
Remembrance Day. The work formed part of a 
display in the Spine area of the school.

Ms Sanders

 SUPER-ACTIVE TEAM PE!
A busy term for Team PE, 
we have had outstanding 
commitment to a variety of 
club opportunities within and 
outside of school time.  As a 
department, we have had eight 
different clubs running this 
term, and a grand total of 62 
fixtures played so far.   
A special acknowledgment to 
our year 9 netballers, who 
have been fantastic, setting a 
high standard by becoming the 
U14 Area champions for 2022! 
The U16 netballers have 
progressed through the area 
tournament as champions also 
and gained a 3rd overall in the 
county championships.  
Great work girls! 
 
Four Thomas Hardye students 
took part in the inter school 

table tennis competition in 
Poole. The team consisted 
of Daniel Scotchmer, 
Atticus Wragg, William 
Smith and Matthew 
Croft. The boys played some 
tough opposition and made it 
through to the quarter finals, 
but unfortunately lost to Poole 
Grammar School.  Well done 
to all four boys!  

The U15 boys’ rugby 
team have secured a place in 
Round 5 of the RFU Schools 
Vase competition after an 
unbeaten run of five games this 
season. The boys are hoping 
for a place in the quarter finals.
In the last week of term, we 
see all of the boys’ rugby 
teams in action in the area10 
a-side tournament, best of luck 
to those involved.

  Team PE

REMEMBRANCE

MUSICAL NOTES
It’s been another exciting half-term for music at Hardye’s, with November 

being a busy month. 30 students attended a concert at the Lighthouse 

Poole by the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, where they heard an 

inspiring programme of 19th century music including Tchaikovsky, Bruch 

and Dvorak. In mid-November, over 50 students performed at our annual 

Rock & Pop Night Concert. There were some superb solo performances, 

with Rohana Stentiford, Ralph Bishop, Bradley Bennett. 

Leah Page and Will Porter being outstanding. 85 students from 

THS and three middle schools took part in a spectacular performance at 

Portsmouth Cathedral as part of the Gabrieli Roar project. The project 

involves 3,000 young singers participating in eight performances alongside 

the Gabrieli Consort’s musicians. The concert, entitled ‘In Dulci Jubilo’ was 

a Christmastide treat.  The students all performed magnificently. It was 

a wonderful opportunity to work with professional musicians. On 7th 

December, we held our annual Christmas Concert in the Thomas Hardye 

Theatre. Over 150 students were involved, with performances from our 

Orchestra and Concert Band, as well as many smaller groups and choirs. 

Finally, our term’s work will conclude on Thursday 15th December with our 

annual Carol Service at St Peter’s, Dorchester. This tradition of an annual 

carol service has been maintained for over 30 years and promises to be 

one of the most special nights of the school’s music calendar. 

Mr Bruton, Director of Music

CO.MOTION DANCE
Our new Dance Company 
Co.Motion have spent two very 
tiring but fantastic evenings, 
see above, with professional 
dance artist Claire Benson 
to create a first piece for their 
repertoire. We are very proud 
of the students who took part. 
The work will be seen in our 
annual dance show, which will 
be held in March 2023. 
 

alumni: next Steps
Former student Leah 
Harris, see top right, has 
a new role in ‘Top Hat The 
Revival’ at The Mill at Sonning. 

She is in the 
ensemble 
and first 
cover of 
Madge. We 
are very 
proud of her 
achievements 
so far, which include swing & 
first cover Adele in ‘Cinderella’ 
and ensemble & cover Queen 
Rat in ‘Dick Whittington’ in 
the West End. She has also 
held ensemble roles in other 
West End shows, plus principal 
vocalist roles in ‘One For The 
Road’ and ‘The Celtic Ladies’. 
Several TV performances 
include ‘Tonight at the London 
Palladium’ &  ‘The Royal Variety 
Performance’. Her album 
recording work features ‘42nd 
Street’ & ‘Funny Girl’, with the 
original West End revival cast. 
The Dance Department Team

Eco Wall
To support 
the fantastic 
work done by 
Mrs Russell 
who ensures 
the school is 

as green as possible, the Library Team created 
a Climate Champions wall, with quotes from 
activists across the globe.  
                                                 Mrs StevensCongratulations to the year 9 students who participated in the online 

National Languages Competition in November. The winning THS 
team, which came 184th out of 3086 teams, consisted of Finn Hadgett, 
Emmanuel Joy, Lewis Daniels & Daniel Scotchmer   Mr Davison

https://www.gabrieli.com/roar/join-gabrieli-roar-2022/
https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/nlc-2022

