
Welcome
Happy mid-summer! I write this having just 
met the year 11 students from other Dorset 
schools visiting for their Sixth Form taster day. 
Hearing their enthusiasm for the facilities, 
the subjects & opportunities here is always a 
great boost as a busy year nears its end. And 
next year will be splendid. Our world-class 
theatre facility is complete, and will be officially 
launched at our Presentation Evening in July.  
It will offer a superb facility for our students 
and local community, with fantastic 
productions put on by Dorchester Arts 
throughout the year. We will also be running 
the first international trips since 2020, with 
trips to Florida, Iceland and Japan already in 
the calendar. Finally, I must pay warm tribute 
to our year 11 and 13 students, who have just 
sat the first public exams in this country for 
three years, and did so with fantastic focus and 
well-earned confidence. We wish them, and all 
of you, a very happy summer.

Nick Rutherford 
Headteacher
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Year 13 Private view 
exhibition room 
art DePartment  

weDnesDaY 29th June 
4.30Pm - 6.00Pm  

All welcome - artwork 
will also be on display 
throughout the area. 
The Art Department

D of E Bronze On Track!
On the weekend of the 11 & 12th June, 52 intrepid year 0 students set off on their Bronze 
D of E assessment weekend. After some training earlier on in the term, and a soggy day 
of navigation practice around Wareham forest, they set off from Abbotsbury beach car 
park in glorious sunshine. Despite the heavy bags, the groups all made excellent progress, 
with only a few navigational errors, and arrived into camp at Tatton Farm in high spirits. 
Some interesting meals were prepared and consumed before the students settled down 
for the night. Their behaviour was so good that the campsite owner and several visitors 
commented on how well they had conducted themselves. Students then spent the Sunday 
walking to their finish point at Maiden Castle. There were some weary legs and sunburnt 
faces by the end of the weekend, but all of the students passed the assessment and should 
be very proud of themselves. Let’s hope the weather is as kind for Year 11 in July! 

                                                                    Mr. Hardinge

UNIFORM DONATIONS
We are collecting donations of school uniform 
that are in good, clean condition. There is very 
high demand for this from students who are 
having difficulties obtaining the required items. 
Kindly drop any items to school reception, they 
will be very much appreciated. All proceeds from 
sales help support disadvantaged students.

BUYING PRE-OWNED UNIFORM
If you would like to buy pre-owned uniform, 
our uniform sale is on Tuesday 19th July.  
Please book a time slot on Eventbrite to 
guarantee entry, see link below. Places are limited 
to keep the room well ventilated. We regret we 
cannot offer alternative dates/times. Blazers are 
£5.00, all other items are £1.00. Cash or cheque 
only, payable to The Thomas Hardye School. 

Book a slot online  for our  
THS Pre-owned Uniform Sale here:  

THS Uniform Sale

A reminder for parents that the year 
10 mock exams take place in the 
fortnight beginning Monday 20th 
June. They will have Maths and 
English exams in the sports hall on 
Monday 27th and Tuesday 28th 
June and the mocks for their other 
subjects will be spread out in lessons 
over the fortnight. Year 10 have all 
had an assembly about essential 
revision skills and further advice for 
parents can be found on the school 
website here: 

http://www.thomas-hardye.net/
parents/exam-preparation.aspx

YEAR 10 MOCK EXAMS
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Can you help please? The Library 
team have started a community 
puzzle at break and lunchtime, 
which has proved popular. They are 
looking for donations of puzzles, 
either 500 or 1000 pieces with an 
age-appropriate picture. Please drop 
any donations into the main school 
office marked ‘For the attention of 
the Library’ or email Mrs Stevens on 
jstevens@thomas-hardye.net 

PUZZLING DONATIONS 

Fourteen THS staff have signed up to 
take part in the British Red Cross ‘Miles 
for Refugees’ fundraising challenge 
throughout June 2022. They have so 
far raised £1,623 of the £555 target, 
running 881.45 miles, beating their initial 
target of 555 miles. If you would like 
to sponsor the team, please click here: 
https://miles.redcross.org.uk/teams/
ths-harriers

‘Skills for Life’ Success
Our year 11 students have successfully 
passed their Level 1 Certificate of Personal 

Effectiveness (CoPE) 
course after two years of 
coursework.

They have challenged 
themselves both 
physically and 
mentally both 
in school and 
elsewhere, 

including outdoor 
adventure, community projects and planning 
and hosting events.

Their portfolios were externally moderated, 
with positive feedback received from Asdan. 
Tutor Mr Oliphant said, “It has been a real 
pleasure seeing the students mature over 
the past two years and we have seen a vast 
improvement in their levels of engagement in 
recent months.”

This is the final year students will be entered 
for the CoPE course, with a newer Personal 
and Social Effectiveness’ (PSE) course 
already being delivered to year 10 students.  
The course focusses on key skills namely 
‘Developing Myself ’, ‘Working with others’ 
and ’Problem solving’.

               Mr. Oliphant

A small group of year 9 and 10 students 
have participated in the latest shared virtual 
book club organised by Speakers for 
Schools and Book Clubs in Schools. The 
latest book discussed was ‘The Crossing’ 
by Manjeet Mann, a powerful verse novel 
about two teenagers on opposite ends of 
the refugee crisis and covers the importance 
of building empathy and understanding. 

Over four weeks, the 
students read the book, 
took part in group 
activities and heard from 
Jeffrey Boakye, author 
and broadcaster; Sarah 
Coleman, illustrator; Dr 
Angela Herbert, Chair of the Violent Crime 
Prevention Board & author Manjeet Mann. 

National Teen Book Club 

 Well Articulated Sounds
Congratulations to year 12 History of Art student 
Joe Hedges, who came first in the Southern 
regional final of the ARTiculation prize, a 
national public speaking competition for sixth 
form students run by the National Gallery.  At 
Roche Court Gallery in Salisbury, competitors 
gave a 10 minute talk on a work of art at of 
their choice. Joe spoke about ‘Harmonic Fields’, 
a conceptual sound art installation by composer/
artist Pierre Sauvageot.  He was praised by the 
adjudicator for engaging the audience with his 
enthusiastic and insightful presentation.

Joe then went to the ARTiculation Prize Grand 
Final at The National Gallery in London on 
Wednesday 23rd March, which was adjudicated 
by art historian, writer and broadcaster Neil 
MacGregor, who said that the presentations 
explored why works of art matter, and how they 
help us to understand and make sense of what we 
think about, and how we understand the world 
around us. He described Joe’s presentation as a 

remarkable description of the effects that a high-
quality work of art can have. He congratulated 
Joe for taking us on this journey poetically and 
eloquently, describing the experience of this work 
being similar to moving through the landscape as 
if moving through a poem.  He thanked Joe for 
sharing with us the experience of ephemeral art 
and showing that not all art is meant to last, but 
that it can still haunt us.  

Joe is now a member of the ARTiculation 
alumni and has been invited to work on a sound 
installation at Roche Court Gallery in Salisbury.

Mrs. Stevens

Mrs. Morgan
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