
Welcome
First of all, I would like to extend a warm 
welcome to Nick Rutherford, who will take 
up post as headteacher at Thomas Hardye 
from the start of the summer term next year. 
Mr Rutherford, currently the Principal of 
the Mossbourne Victoria Park Academy in 
Hackney, is an English specialist. He will 
be re-locating to Dorset with his family, 
including four young children, and I look 
forward to introducing him to parents at the 
earliest opportunity.

In this newsletter, I am particularly pleased 
to see the way that student leadership 
remains central to all that we do. I remain 
inspired by the young people I work with 
every day and the causes they support such 
as on the environment or black lives matter. 
If we are looking for a light in the current 
gloom, we need look no further than the 
generation of students in our schools and 
that is reflected in this newsletter.

With our renowned ‘relentless optimism’,
we look forward to a better 2021.

Best wishes 

Mr Foley
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Meet the Presidents!
The sixth form have appointed their new Student Union presidents. 
Congratulations to the new team! They ‘hit the ground running’ having 
spent half a day filming for the sixth form virtual open evening video. 

Over the coming weeks, they will 
be planning their key projects for 
this academic year.  The film about  
life in the sixth form is available 
to watch online here. 
                Mrs G Allner

It’s in the bag - litter pick Action Team
On Thursday 8th October, 20 year nine Stratford College students volunteered their 
services to help with a school litter pick. Students were mainly based on the field and the 
surrounding areas. In half an hour, they collected four full bags of rubbish. Stratford year 
nine students will hold a litter pick every two weeks: the aim is for nearly every student to 
complete a litter pick on the school site. A big well done to all involved. 
                                                                                                              Miss E Bright

APPLY NOW Online applications  
for entry to the sixth form in 2021 
can be made here - please get in 
touch if you have any queries. Follow  
our Facebook page and visit our  
website for more info and updates. 
@thomashardyesixthform

https://twitter.com/thomashardye
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyeschool/
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyesixthform/
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/index.php
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/SixthForm/SixthFormApply.php
https://live.thomas-hardye.net/WebEnrol/
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyesixthform/


 
October is Black History Month (BHM) and this year it held an 
even greater significance. Across the school, students and teachers 
worked together to plan activities and displays with the theme 
‘a celebration of history, culture and identity.’ 

The aim of BHM is to promote knowledge and understanding 
of Black history, culture and to celebrate the contributions made 

by Black people to the cultural and economic development 
of the UK. This year, a team of sixth form students met with 
teachers to discuss how they could address issues of diversity and 
representation across the curriculum. As a result, BHM became an 
opportunity to begin the process of re-examining and re-framing 
aspects of the curriculum across a range of subject areas, including 
History, English and Art.  

Teachers created activities and displays to engage students 
in considering the fundamental questions of identity and 
representation. In history, there was focus on aspects of the 
past that have previously been under-represented, such as the 
Black Tudors, diversity within the suffragettes and the 1919 race 
riots in Britain. Sixth form students, Student Voice and Trenchard 
College captains have taken the lead in creating displays about 
key individuals such as Harriet Tubman, Martin Luther King and 
Benjamin O. Davis, the first WWI African-American General.   
 
The library team have been brilliant in promoting the works of 
Black and Minority Ethnic authors. Students also had the fantastic 
opportunity of enjoying West African-inspired food through 
lunchtime specials in the canteen. A huge thank you goes out to  
all the teachers, students and staff involved! 
                                                               Mrs V Needham

Thanks to all contributors for their help with this issue                       contact newsletter@thomas-hardye.net

Henning’s News
What a busy term for Henning College! 
We have four college captains: Lillie 
Cake, Mersey Moore, Emma Park and 
Jack Staddon. We have also appointed 
a Henning College Anti-Bullying 
Ambassador - Ben Murley.

Every week I’m enjoying a socially 
distanced hot chocolate with a small  
group from year nine. It’s good to be 
getting to know our new students.  
The Henning Christmas card competition 
deadline looms; I look forward to sharing 
the winning card in December.  
 
Follow Henning College on Twitter for 
more news @THSHenning

Mrs K Biddle  

CAREER PLANS TAKE FLIGHT
Recent Thomas Hardye student Oliver 
Whyton is undertaking an Aerospace 
Engineering Level 6 Bachelor’s Degree with  
Yeovil College and HeliOperations on Portland.  
After being unsuccessful in his application to 
Leonardo’s, Oliver contacted HeliOperations 
to see if they could offer anything similar. 
Apprenticeships remain a highly effective  
route into the workplace. 

The company trains overseas aircrew in search 
and rescue operations in Sea King helicopters. 
They had never taken on an apprentice before, 
or a civilian without a military background, but 
Oliver’s attitude and enthusiasm helped him gain 
the position. Oliver has been interviewed by  
BBC Radio Solent about the process, listen  
online on BBC Sounds: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08stt9x

Mrs P Campbell

End of Autumn term  Friday 18th December  
Start of Spring term  Monday 4th January  
Open for staff training only  Friday 12th February 
Half-term   Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 
End of Spring term  Thursday 1st April 

Start of Summer term Monday 19th April 
Bank holiday  Monday 3rd May  
Half-term   Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 
End of Summer term Friday 23rd July

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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“WHERE’S WALLY?” 
WINNERS - FINALLY!

 For World Book Day in March this 
year, the school ran a ‘Where’s Wally?’ 
Treasure Hunt, with 20 staff across 
the school dressing up as Wally. The 

students had 
to find all the 
staff plus 20 
laminated 
pictures of Wally 
and his friends. 
The school 
then closed two 

weeks later, meaning prizes were only 
awarded in September.  They included 
Amazon vouchers and Wally books for 
12 lucky students. Follow the library’s 
Twitter account @THSbookworm  
for regular updates.

Mrs J Stevens

https://twitter.com/THSHenning
https://helioperations.co/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08stt9x
https://twitter.com/thsbookworm

