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Spanish Exchange
On the 5th 
November, 
students 
studying Spanish 
in years 10 and 
12 spent a week 
in Murcia  
on the first leg 
of the Spanish 
exchange with  
our partner 
school,  

the Instituto Mariano Baquero. More 
photographs online here.

They had a full programme of activities, 
including attending lessons and discovering 

the city of Murcia. Students visited the 
historic cathedral and town hall, the ancient 
Roman Theatre in nearby Cartagena and 
enjoyed a boat trip around the harbour. In 
Alicante, they went to see the historic 16th 
C castle and fortress of Santa Bárbara.

The second leg of the exchange is at the 
end of February 2020: we are preparing to 
provide our hosts with a similarly enjoyable 
experience. Until then, ¡hasta luego! 

MARTIAL ARTS  
MEDAL SUCCESS

Brothers David and Damien Lewis both 
achieved outstanding success at the recent  
World Martial Arts Games, which took place 
in London in October.  Year 11 student David 
won a gold and a silver medal, while year 10 
student Damien won two silvers. Damien also 
won silver at another karate competition in 
Crystal Palace. The school congratulates both 
boys on their great achievements.

Library Art & Crafts 
The school library 
has had a very busy 
December, with lots 
of new books to 
borrow, a book fair 
and Christmas Craft 
and mince pie sessions for staff and students. 
The lunchtime activities included origami tree 
decorations, paper wreath-making and book 
folding crackers and were well attended.

The library is now 
the proud owner 
of a fantastic piece 
of artwork “Tree of 
Knowledge”made by 
middle school students 
in a summer workshop 
with artist Darrell 
Wakelam. The artwork 
was constructed in 
four sections and was 
finished by Ms Davies, head of art. Thanks to 
The Arts Society for sponsoring the workshop 
and to Ms Davies. Follow the library  
@THSbookworm

Sometimes it is difficult to know where to begin 
with the newsletter because so much goes on 
here on a weekly basis, let alone a term. Firstly, 
some notable successes: Imani Thompson, who 
left in 2017, has just been named Vogue writer 
of the year – if you buy the January edition you 
will be able to read her piece; Joel Nugent (year 
13) has won an apprenticeship at Landrover, 
one of only eight awarded nationally. You 
may remember that Joel was a member of the 
team that won the national Landrover 4x4 
competition last year. It is wonderful to hear 
about the talented students that leave this 
school and go on to achieve great things. 

Just last night we held the annual carol service 
and I really could not be more proud. The choir 
is going from strength to strength under the 
leadership of Mr Bruton; what pleases me most 
is the number of young people choosing to join 
up and taking pleasure in public performance. 
Less public, but just as noteworthy, is the link 
between Henning College and Castle View 
nursing home. A group visited this week to play 

music, sing Christmas songs and manage  
a competitive quiz!  

The teaching school needs special mention 
at the end of 2019. Alongside training the next 
generation of teachers, desperately needed, it 
is providing huge support to other schools in 
Dorset and wider afield. They are involved with 
several exciting projects – for example, training 
all new headteachers in Dorset – all of which 
helps to ensure that Thomas Hardye remains an 
outstanding school always looking to improve.

Finally, we are enjoying the new canteen 
facilities and I would like to thank all those 
parents who have contributed, financially 
or otherwise, to the success of that project. 
Needless to say, we are now looking at our  
next big project and I will say more about that 
in the new year.

Have a peaceful and joyous Christmas holiday

                  Mr Foley
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l-r: Student union president Molly  
handing over gifts to volunteer Toni

Henning’s News
What a busy term for Henning 
College, with our eco work with 
Damers First School, the Henning 
baking evening, Charlie’s (11TB) 
amazing art work in the guidance 
room and college office. We now 
have a new College Captain role 
and also 17 Peer Leaders currently 
working with year 9 tutor groups. 
Henning Harriers running club has 
had an excellent first term. Students 
have also had achievements in sailing 
to boccia, to name but two!

The total raised so far this year by 
Henning for charity Macmillan is 
£201.13 - great news!

For information and updates, please 
follow us on twitter @THSHenning

YES CHEF!
In November, year 10 students 
Caitlin Cotterell, 
Montserrat Blades, 
Kiri McCracken, Alicya 
Mulhearn, Megan Milliner, 
Beth Newman,  Naomi 
Leslie, Donovan Sharpe and 
Xander Lavis took part in a 
heat of the Yes Chef competition. 
The brief was to produce a savoury 
vegetarian pie and a chocolate 
or lemon dessert. Chorizo and 
black bean pie, creamy Quorn and 
vegetable pie, spinach and feta 
individual pies, chocolate black 
cherry mousse and lemon syllabub 
were all on the menu.

They all performed well under 
pressure. Caitlin, Beth, 
Montserrat and Alicya  
made it through to the next  
round in January 2020.  

ONSCREEN CHEMISTRY
Thomas Hardye Science teacher  
Mr Scott Munro has launched a 
new YouTube channel Any Excuse for 
a Chemistry Experiment. It’s a great 
resource for chemistry experiments and 
learning strategies for both teachers and 
students. The videos have been made in 
conjunction with the Dorset Teaching 
School Alliance and the professional 
development programme. 

Videos range from using indicators 
to exothermic reactions to revision 
techniques, please take a look!

DASP YOUNG 
MUSICIAN FESTIVAL

On Saturday 23rd November, the  
school held the third annual DASP  
Young Musician Festival. The festival  
was a chance for students to gain 
performance experience whilst also 
receiving constructive feedback from 
independent adjudicators. 

Over 40 students from Thomas Hardye 
School and the middle schools took 

part during the day. In the evening, a 
celebration concert was held for those 
who had performed particularly well.  
The school concert band was included 
in this category. 

The overall winner of the festival was 
Charlotte Ballard (flute) in year 13, 
who is now DASP Young Musician of the 
Year.  Well done to all who took part, 
looking forward to 2020!

Bushcraft Skills
The Skills for Life students are learning 
bushcraft skills this term, under the 
instruction of a bushcraft expert from 
Weymouth Outdoor Education Centre. 
On Thursday 21 November they put 
their new-found skills to test in the 
woods near Hardy’s Monument.  
The students built shelters, demonstrated 
their knife skills and lit fires using  
a flint and steel. They were rewarded  
with hotdogs cooked over their fires  
and hot chocolate – much needed in  
the wet conditions.
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