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Welcome!

Hot off the press, I am delighted to tell you that our bid 
to build new dining facilities has been approved. It will 
mean new, expanded facilities with re-designed kitchen 
and servery areas. It will incorporate outside dining 
facilities and new dance and drama facilities on the 
first floor, with views out towards Maiden Castle. The 
dining facilities have never kept pace with the growth 
of the school and the present facilities do not match 
the standards found elsewhere on the site. The dining 
facilities are often cited by parents and students as the 
one negative feature of the school and with good cause. 
It will cost over £2,000,000 but we have already com-
pleted a lot of the preliminary work such as planning 
approval and tenders. Work will begin this side of the 
summer break and we hope to have the new facilities 
open before the end of the next academic year. I will 
keep you updated.

This has been a short term and unhelpfully disrupted 
by the weather. I am always very reluctant to close the 
school but equally aware of the dangers of ignoring 
severe weather warnings. Our catchment area is huge 
so that even if conditions in the locality are passable, it 
may not be the case further afield. It is also important to 
bear in mind that most staff live outside the vicinity of 
the school and some well outside. Therefore, I have to 
consider whether we have enough supervision on site or 
enough staff to deliver a meaningful curriculum. Unlike 
first or middle schools, issues around parental super-
vision are not a main consideration, but I am acutely 
aware that many sixth formers drive to and from school, 
often with little experience of poor road conditions. 
Ultimately, I can only make a decision based upon the 
information available at the time and in the best inter-
ests of students, staff and parents.

Once we return after Easter, we will be in the final run-
in towards public examinations. My very best wishes to 
all students for success in the summer and after such a 
miserable end to winter, I hope the sun shines for all of 
us over the break. 

Mr Foley
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CAR BOOT SALE
Saturday 28th April 2018

10:00am – 1:00pm
Refreshments 

All proceeds from pitch fees 
donated to Cancer Research  

Raising funds for students 
travelling to Costa Rica on the 

Camps International programme 
Organised in association 

 with BTEC business students

SKILLS FOR LIFE 
VOLUNTEERING

In the spring term, Year 10 Skills for Life 
students have been volunteering at the 
RSPB nature reserve at Arne as part of 
their Asdan course.

They are also taking part in the John 
Muir Award.  This is an environmental 
award focussed on wild places.

They have been out in all weathers 
clearing non-native pine trees at 
RSPB Arne in support of their habitat 
maintenance and conservation schemes.  

They have learned about a number of 
projects including the Poole Harbour 
Osprey Project - one to attract Ospreys 
back to the area.  Additionally they have 
learned some local history, including 
World War 2 defence work. 

On 28 February they spotted a 
Common Lizard basking in the sun on a 
log pile.  A great spot so early on in the 
year! For regular updates, look out for 
the notice board outside room H14.

Spanish Exchange
In March, Year 9 and 10 students spent a week in Murcia to practise their Spanish on the 
first part of the Spanish exchange with our partner school, the Instituto Mariano Baquero. 
They attended a range of lessons in the Spanish school, made visits to the beaches at 
Mar Menor and Cala Cortina, took a boat trip around the harbour in the naval location 
of Cartagena and visited the ancient Roman Theatre in the city. The students also visited 
the science museum in Murcia, before spending some time in Spain’s biggest department 
store, El Corté Inglés. The Spanish students will visit in June and will be shown the best of 
wonderful Dorset!

key dates
Summer term starts: Monday 16th April
Bank holiday:  Monday 7th May
half-term:         Monday 28th May  
     -  Friday 1st June
Summer term ends: Wednesday 25th July

School calendar &  
term dates online here

https://twitter.com/thomashardye
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyeschool/
https://www.facebook.com/thomashardyesixthform/
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/index.php
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/pages/calendar/calendar_year.php
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DANCE SHOW DELIGHT
The Thomas Hardye School Dance Show took 
place in March and included Year 13 exam 
work, Year 12 dances inspired by West Side 
Story and Christopher Bruce’s ‘Rooster’,  Year 
10 dance class work, a fun, energetic group 
piece inspired by city life performed by Year 
9 students, choreography by the recent inter-
college choreography competition winners, 
India Dent and Ellie March and a beautiful 
technical solo performed by Year 11 student, 
Willow Jehu. Damers First School also 
performed with their J Rock competition entry. 

Sixth Form
Revision Tips & News

Sixth Form students have already made a 
great start to revising for their exams. Please 
have a look at our website for a wealth of 
revision support materials, including this 
year’s revision guide. We are also working 
with Dorset Mind in supporting our young 
people with the stress and anxiety associated 
with examinations.

 Our Futures programme is in the 
decision-making phase for Year 12, with 
300 students attending the UCAS Fayre 
recently. We are also delighted to announce 
that six students who applied to study 
medicine next year have been made offers 
- many congratulations to them. Project 
Trust have also been in school offering 
advice and guidance for those planning gap 
years. After Easter, we have the organisation 
Star Future providing support for those 
thinking of studying abroad. 

Representatives from the local Labour, 
Liberal and Conservative Parties will be 
visiting the school to talk about their 
policies for young people and to answer 
questions from the floor. This is part of the 
ongoing programme of commemorations 
for VOTE 100. Well done to Student Union 
President Jake Perkins for organising this.

Ansbe
The autumn term is a busy time of  

PaMAPLETON CUP WINNER
THS CCF was privileged to host 
Merchants Academy CCF from Bristol, 
as part of a joint shooting weekend at 
Blandford Garrison and Chickerell Camp 
recently.  The Mapleton Cup, which has not 
been presented since 1965, was awarded 
to THS student LCpl Joseph Philips.

 BUSINESS STUDENTS 
FIRE UP IDEAS

Year 13 BTEC business students pitched their 
ideas for a new business to local investors as part 
of their qualification. They enjoyed responding 
to some challenging questions about their cash 
flow predictions and the potential risks of setting 
up as a sole trader. With thanks to Robert Firth, 
Enterprise Co-ordinator and Dave Cumber Vets 
for supporting this event. 

If you are interested in supporting our BTEC 
business students by being a “dragon” at a future 
event, please get in touch with Mrs Brady 
cbrady@thomas-hardye.net

MUSICAL NOTES 
The term has been busy for the 
Music department, starting with a 
residential choir trip to Hilfield Friary 
for members of The Thomas Hardye 
Singers, who performed a beautiful 
service of Evensong at Bath Abbey. 
The Sixth Form recitals took place this 
year at the Corn Exchange, thanks to 
Dorchester Arts, as the regular venue 
of the County Museum is occupied 
by Dippy the Dinosaur. The annual 
Dinner Dance was a great success, 
with a record number of tickets sold 
and students involved. Next term’s 
highlights include: services  
of Evensong at Merton College, 
Oxford and St Paul’s Cathedral, the 
DASP Prom concert at Weymouth 
Pavilion, and a Music & Dance 
Tour to Belgium.

Walk  
for Water   

Sunday 29th April
An 18 mile walk for charity  
including 9 miles carrying 

either 5 or 10 litres of water 

Visit Stratford College Office
 for details

In 2017 we raised over £6000 for  
WaterAid - can you help this year?

Land of Bone & Stone  Work created in response to the South Dorset  
Ridgeway by A Level photography students was exhibited at County Hall in March.  
In association with South Dorset Ridgeway Partnership

http://www.thomas-hardye.net/SixthForm/SixthFormRevision.php
https://www.vote100.uk/
http://www.dorsetaonb.org.uk/south-dorset-ridgeway-partnership

