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clockwise from top left:   
Harry Grenville speaks to Year 9 students; 
‘Confessions of a Butterfly’: artwork created by 
Year 10 groups for Memorial Day at the Corn 
Exchange; a Wall of Remembrance in the 
Learning Resources Centre

You will see plenty of coverage of Holocaust 
Week in this newsletter and on the website. 
We were delighted with the way the activities 
were received by students and the impact it 
has had. It is further evidence of the strong 
ethos that exists within the school and the 
ability of young people to deal with some 
very difficult issues. I might also add that 
the speakers who came in to deliver sessions 
on homophobia and bullying to Year 10 this 
week could not speak highly enough about the 
welcome they were given and the maturity of 
the students.

Congratulations to Tara Chittenden 
(Year 11) for being called up to the England 
hockey squad, to Caspar Bailey (Year 11) 
who has been offered a place in the south-
west region rugby squad and to Harry 
Wheeler (Year 9) who has been invited to 
train with the Great Britain water polo squad.

Literacy and reading recovery is the top 
priority for the Dorchester Area School 
Partnership (DASP). Therefore, it is very 
pleasing to see so much work going on around 
the school to develop literacy skills – reading, 
writing, speaking and listening. We are keen 
to ensure that all the pupils and students 
within DASP not only read at the required 
level but actually want to read. On World 
Book Day we interrupted the normal school 
day twice to raise the profile of reading for 
pleasure and on 27th February we sent a small 
group to the library in Dorchester for the 
launch of the DASP literacy project. Thank 
you to everyone involved.  

Best wishes,

Mr. Foley

The last week of February saw 
Thomas Hardye commemorate 
Holocaust Memorial Week, as part 
of the school’s Beacon status in 
Holocaust Education. The week 
looked at the Second World War 
and the 1994 Rwandan genocide. 

Sixth Formers had the chance to Skype 
Carl Wilkens in America and Senator 
Romeo Dallaire in Canada. Carl was 
the only American to stay in Rwanda 
during the killings and Senator Dallaire 
was in command of the UN Forces 
there. Both are credited with saving 
lives in that country and it was a 
fantastic opportunity for the students  
to question them. 

Harry Grenville gave a very moving 
 talk to Year 9 about his wartime 
experiences as part of the Kinder 
Transport initiative, which took 
children from Nazi-occupied Europe 
to foster homes in Britain (the only 
country to take them in). 

There were a number of activities based 
around the Kinder Transport, including 
art, drama and creative writing. Drama 
workshops were also held, based on  
the experiences of the Jewish people 
under Nazi rule. 

The school then hosted a public 
performance of the play ‘Confessions 
of a Butterfly’ about the last hours of 
Janusz Korczak, a Polish doctor who ran 
childrens’ homes in the ghetto. The play 
was performed to Year 11 the following 
day. The students participated with 
great enthusiasm and humility in the 
week of events, learning valuable lessons 
about why the Holocaust should be 
commemorated. See more online here

KEEPING IN TOUCH
Would you like to receive this 

newsletter by email? Please contact 
admin@thomas-hardye.net
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key dates 
SPRING & SUMMER TERMS 2014

end of term: FRIDAY 4TH APRIL 

start of Summer Term: TUESDAY 22ND APRIL

half -term: MONDAY 26TH - FRIDAY 31ST MAY

end of term: FRIDAY 18TH JULY

THE SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 CAN BE FOUND ONLINE here

TOKEN CHALLENGE
Each College awards tokens to 
students to reward their success 
across all facets of school life.  
The running total - see left -  
means that Stratford is currently 
in the lead.  Watch this space  
for the overall winner!

www.thomas-hardye.net

COCA-COLA COMPETITION
A group of  Year 10 students competed in the 
south-west Regional Finals of the Coca Cola Real 
Business Challenge in Bristol. The group had won 
their place after beating 75,000 other students  
from 49 schools in the region. 10 schools were 
given an unseen business challenge and worked with 
experts from industry to prepare a promotional 
campaign for STREET GAMES, a large outdoor 
festival aimed at engaging under-privileged children 
in a variety of team and individual sports. The 
campaign, including a viral video, was presented to 
the judges at the end of the day.  Although the 
team did not win, they must be commended on  
their endeavour and attitude.

COOKING UP A STORM
Year 10 student Lucy Delamere 
travelled to the Marriott Hotel in 
Bournemouth to take part in the 
final of the Enterprise and Skills 
Company’s ‘Yes Chef ’ competition, 
where she had two hours to cook a 
three-course meal. Despite having 
her arm in a plaster cast, Lucy was 
still able to cook all her dishes on 
time, with the help of a commis 
chef. She did not win, but her 
achievements were admirable in 
overcoming these difficulties, and a 
lot of pain, to take part. 

Tim Williams in Year 11 took 
part in the district final of the 
Rotary Young Chef at Minehead 

in Somerset. He produced some 
excellent dishes - see above - 
including beetroot tart tatin 
with goat’s cheese with a spring 
onion vinaigrette, veal escalope 
with crushed potatoes, roasted 
tomatoes and peppers with salsa 
verde, followed by mini baked 
alaska with macerated raspberries 
and raspberry coulis. All of this 
was made from scratch within two 
hours in an unfamiliar kitchen. 
He was competing against eight 
other finalists from across the south 
west. Tim unfortunately did not 
get through to the next round, but 
the high standards he achieved, 
along with his enthusiasm and 
dedication, should be celebrated.

MUSIC IN THE MUSEUM
As part of the AS level Music course 
each year, students perform before 
an audience to display their abilities 
and work as musicians. By way of a 
“practice run”, the students played to the 
public in the Dorset County Museum 
on the 26th February. The lunchtime 
concert had a capacity audience and 
all the students provided excellent 
performances. See more here.

BOOK CLUB
The next Thomas Hardye Community Book Club meeting will take 
place on Tuesday 13th May at 6.00pm in the school’s Learning 
Resources Centre. New members are very welcome: the current 
book under discussion is A Tale for the Time Being’ by Ruth 
Ozeki. Each new book is chosen by the group from a shortlist. 
For more information, contact bookclub@thomas-hardye.net 
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