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“He was cool.”
     
   

We have had a very successful term rounded 
off by the publication of two very important 
reports relating to our exam results last summer. 
The definitive report for A Levels is known as 
the Alps report: every sixth form provider is 
given a T-score between 1 (high) and 9 (low) 
based upon the prior attainment of students 
(so it is not dependent on the intake from year 
to year). We receive a T-score of 2 placing us in 
the top 7% of schools nationally. It placed us 
higher than any other sixth form provider in 
Dorset and makes us one of the top schools in 
the south-west.

In the last few days Ofsted have published 
our Raiseonline report which forms the basis 
for the performance tables which appear in 
the newspapers in January. The results are 
outstanding and show that students who took 
GCSE’s last summer made record amounts of 
progress. Each school is given a score to show 
how much value they are adding to student 
achievement: a score of 1000 represents 
expected progress – what we could normally 
expect from a cohort of students if they  
made reasonable progress. Our score for 2014 
is 1029 which represents exceptional progress  
and places us in the top 11% of schools 
nationally, including selective schools.  
We are delighted and I would like to record  
my thanks to all the staff for their skill and hard 
work in achieving such tremendous outcomes 
for the young people who come to school here.

We now turn our attention to 2015 and 
Christmas represents the half-way point  
for Years 11, 12 and 13. We wish you all a  
joyful Christmas and a prosperous and 
successful New Year.

Mr. Foley

LEVI ROOTS SOURCE OF 
INSPIRATION FOR YEAR 9

Students anticipating the visit of Levi Roots 
to the school were not disappointed this 
week. The famous entrepreneur came to 
speak to Year 9 students and inspired them 
with his passion for music and food. 

During his talk, he sang to the students 
using the very same guitar and song that 
he had used to pitch to the Dragons. His 
message was quite simply  “Never forget 
where you are coming from, be you. If you 
want to be a success anyone can because if 
I did, anyone can do it.” 

A huge thanks to Levi for his time and 
energy – the students were buzzing from 
the visit! See some of their responses 
below, with more online here.

KEEPING IN TOUCH
Would you like to receive this 

newsletter by email? Please contact 
admin@thomas-hardye.net

Hyacinth Bulbs  
pre-order for christmas  

£5.00 or £6.50  
inc. delivery within school  

collection from 15th Dec 
 

available in white, pink & purple  
raise funds for cancer research 

phowes@thomas-hardye.net

 The Thomas Hardye School
knowledge & truth
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“He made me realise 
that if I persevere, 
I can succeed.”“He made me 

want to work 
hard.”

“I was so excited!”

“He was really 
interactive with 
his music.”

“We felt really 
lucky to have 
him visit us.”

        “He wasn’t 
afraid to tell you 
how it was.”

PATHWAYS STUDENTS  
MAKE TRACKS!

Year 11 Pathways students from  
Thomas Hardye School have assisted 
in a year-long project to create seven 
serene spaces for staff and students at 
Kingston Maurward College. 

The team constructed bases for 
benches, and a pathway through the 
woods allowing wheelchair access to 
one bench overlooking open fields.
The Pathways instructor at Kingston 
Maurward College, Pete Coombes 
said “This is possibly the best finished 
project I have seen by students from 
Thomas Hardye School.”

SPORTING SUCCESS
Niamh Houghton (see left, above) has 
been selected to train with the U14’s 
Dorset County Hockey Team, with 
the hope of playing to represent the 
county. Katherine Wilberforce (see 
right, above) has been selected to play 
with U15 Dorset County Netball 
team in Bournemouth. These are great 
achievement, congratulations!

The Staff and Students  
 are invited to put on 

their festive jumpers for 
work & school in return 
for a £1 donation to 

 Save The Children

 Friday 
12th 

December

http://www.thomas-hardye.dorset.sch.uk/pages/news/2014/12_14/LeviRoots/leviroots.php
http://twitter.com/thomashardye
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key dates 
AUTUMN TERM 2014
DASP Christmas Concert

 Theatre  6.00 pm
TUESDAY 16TH DECEMBER 

end of term: FRIDAY 19TH DECEMBER
           start of term: MONDAY 5TH JANUARY

THE SCHOOL CALENDAR CAN
BE FOUND ONLINE here

www.thomas-hardye.net

 
EXTENDED PROJECT 

QUALIFICATION PRESENTATION 
EVENING 

Thursday 11th December
Learning Resources Centre 

THS
 5.00pm - 6.30pm

Year 13 students will present the 
findings of their independent research 
project. Topics include ‘Is translation 
a betrayal of language?’, ‘What effects 

the radiation emitted by active galactic 
nuclei? and ‘Does beauty matter in 

contemporary art?’

All are very welcome

news in brief
MURDER MYSTERY The Thomas Hardye 
Murder Mystery on the 21st November 
was a sell-out success; the talented team 
of both sixth formers and Year 11 students 
worked together to achieve a fantastic 
show. FIRST AID FOR STUDENTS
CACHE staff and students received a day 
of first aid training last month. Mr Williams 
taught them about CPR, dealing with an 
unconscious casualty plus wounds, bleeding, 
and common medical emergencies such as 
asthma, seizures and anaphylaxis. Learning 
the importance of remaining calm under 
pressure to enable swift care for any 
casualty was also addressed.  

LEARNING WITHOUT 
LIMITS: NEW REMOTE 

DESKTOPS
The launch of our new Remote 
Desktops network for students means 
learning away from school should 
be a lot easier. Remote Desktops 
allow students to access the school 
IT network and their personal drives 
anywhere, anytime using the internet. 

This technology is very helpful and 
convenient. It means, for example, 
that students will no longer need to 
use data sticks, or similar data storage 
devices, to transfer their work to and 
from school. Students will also be able 
to access the school’s software free of 
charge from home.

Clicking on the Renote Desktops 
button on the home page of the 
school website will open an online 
set-up guide that will explain how to 
connect to a Remote Desktop on 
either a Windows or Mac device.

The Learning Resources 
Centre team have recently 

published lists of all the new books 
available, both fiction and non-

fiction. There is lots to choose from, 
for both enjoyment and for learning. 
Log-in and download the lists from 
the Learning Resources Frog pages.

GETTING CREATIVE IN PARIS 
On the 12th November, 20 Art and 
Photography students from Year 13, 
accompanied by Mr Morgan, Miss Davies 
and Mr Megilley took part in the inaugural 
trip to Paris to see the annual Paris Photo 
exhibition at the Grand Palais. Students 
also had a guided twilight tour of the 
Louvre, went to the Musée d’Orsay, the 
newly-opened Picasso museum and the 
Museum of Modern Art and also had time 
to squeeze in afternoon mint tea at the 
Mosquée de Paris!  

The trip was co-funded with help from the 
Eridge Trust – an organisation set up to 
encourage young people to look at art, and 
painting in particular – for which we are 
very grateful. Have a look at some  
of the great photos taken on the trip on 
the school Twitter feed here.

MATHS TEAM SCORE HIGHLY 
A team of some of our greatest mathletes 
from the Sixth Form came a record third in 
the Southern Regional Finals of the UKMT 
Senior Team Competition this November. 

This number-crunchingly great result was 
achieved by Qi Roy, James Cooper, Fergus 
Johnson and James Roe, who all deserve 
a huge congratulations for not only being 
adept at cross-number puzzles, fiendishly 
tricky long problems and mastering the 
round robin, but also for being a great 
credit to the school. The organisers  
were impressed by our enthusiasm and 
enjoyed our whoops when we achieved a 
bonus for being the first to finish in the 
timed Round Robin. 

http://www.thomas-hardye.net/pages/calendar/calendar_year.php
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/index.php
http://twitter.com/thomashardye

