
VARIETY IS
THE SPICE OF LIFE
The Student Union organised two 
fantastic variety shows in the last 
week of term: one for Year 12 and 
one for Year 13, part of the first 
fundraising Christmas Week. Acts 
included stand-up comic Felix Jones, 
music from rap to carols, and Year 
13 experienced the added bonus of 
Mr O’Donnell’s dance routine!

Both shows were really well attended 
and appreciated. Funds were collected 
for charity through two netball matches 
where the boys’ rugby team (in both 
cases!) was beaten by the girls’ netball 
team. Other events included a Staff v 
Student Quiz, and a Gunge a Teacher 
Competition, ‘won’ by Mrs. Taylor. 

Students have voted on which charities 
to support this year. The list includes 
Nelson Mandela Fund (World Aids Day), 
FETUS Performing Arts Group (Bosnia) 
and Julia’s House Children’s Hospice.  
To date, more than £150 has been raised, 
which will be split between the three 
charities at the end of the year.

Welcome back to the new term which is 
significantly shorter than the last one.

I was delighted with the turnout for our 
information evening on literacy which we ran 
this week. It was an opportunity for parents to 
find out more and to receive some hints and tips 
about how they can support their youngsters 
with literacy. There is a significant body of 
research that confirms the importance of literacy 
skills in raising achievement and quite small 
changes can lead to significant improvement. 
Therefore, all schools in the Dorchester Area 
School Partnership have made literacy a key 
priority in their improvement plans.

Several parents stayed behind at the end to tell 
me how much they appreciated the additional 
opportunities to get involved in school and  
Dr Ennion (Assistant Headteacher) is looking 
at how we can develop the programme further. 
Even at this stage – and despite the protestations 
of your teenage children – you can play a major 
part in their success.

Some sixth form students have been taking 
examinations this month and we wish them 
well. It is worth noting that it is the last time 
sixth formers will be able to sit modular exams 
in January; from next year examinations will 
only be available in the summer.

Very best wishes for the term ahead,

Mr. Foley

Thanks to all contributors for their help with this issue            Story for the newsletter? Contact newsletter@thomas-hardye.net
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7th, 8th & 9th February
7pm, The Thomas Hardye School Theatre

Tickets: £8 Adult / £6 Concessions / £25 Family Ticket (2 adults, 2 children)
£20 Under 18 Group Ticket (4 X under 18s)

Available from the school office, tel: 01305 266064

Book and lyrics by HOWARD ASHMAN
Music by ALAN MENKEN

Based on the film by Roger Corman   Screenplay by Charles Griffith
Originally produced by the WPA Theatre (Kyle Renick, Producing Director)

Originally produced at the Orpheum Theatre, New York City, by the
WPA Theatre, David Geffen, Cameron Mackintosh and the Shubert

OOrganisation.

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with
JOSEPH WEINBERGER LTD. on behalf of

MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL
of NEW YORK

BAD WEATHER POLICY
If the school is closed because of 
bad weather, it will be announced 
on local radio stations and 
on the website. If there is no 
announcement, we are OPEN.

If possible (and safe) we would ask 
you to send your child to school.  
If your child’s bus is not running 
in the morning because of bad 
weather, then it will not run in the 
afternoon. However, if you bring 
your child to school you will be 
responsible for collecting them at 
the end of the school day.

If the school is to be closed during 
the day as the weather deteriorates, 
the Headteacher will make the 
decision and students will be 
allowed home in a safe and secure 
manner. All students are asked 
to contact parents by phone and 
should remain in school if they are 
unable to go home. All students are 
told to go straight home. Please 
do not telephone the school if the 
weather may be deteriorating – 
we will send students home if the 
situation merits it.

On 31st January, Professor Rita Jordan  
is visiting the school to talk about  
“Supporting the transition of students within 
the autism spectrum from school to post-16 
education and into employment.”
 
The event is free and will start at 4pm.  
If you are interested in attending this talk, please 
complete the booking form which is available on 
the school website letters page here 
and return it to Bournemouth University. 

talk support

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
Don’t miss the opportunity to see the 
school’s production of this musical 
theatre favourite on the 7th, 8th and 9th 
February. Tickets are available from the 
school office on 01305 266064. 
£8 Adult / £6 Concessions 
£25 Family Ticket (2 adults, 2 children) 
£20 Under 18 Group Ticket (4 x U-18s)

http://www.wessexfm.com/schools/school-closures/
http://www.thomas-hardye.dorset.sch.uk/
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/pages/the_school/letters.php


dates for your
diary

****following event postponed 
due to bad weather***
This Saturday 19th 
January, visit St Mary’s 
Middle School, 
Puddletown, where they 
are hosting another Family 
Fun Science Day, from 
10.00 am - 1.00 pm. These 
events are run in collaboration 
between Thomas Hardye and 
the Middle Schools to provide 
a range of fun activities with 
a scientific theme. Light 
refreshments are available. All 
ages are welcome.

The Resources Centre 
Team is pleased to announce 
that children’s & young adult 
fiction author Philip Reeve 
is to visit school on 15th 
April. Details will follow  
but in the meantime, learn 
about Philip and take a look  
at his work: 
www.philip-reeve.com

*

WELDMAR 
RECEIVES 
YEAR 9 COPPER 
COLLECTION!
Year 9 students were 
busy before Christmas 
collecting for the Weldmar Trust. The Year Council 
voted to support the local charity last term as a way of 
giving more to the local community. During the half-
term all 20 tutor groups were involved in collecting loose 
change and succeeded in raising £278, mostly in 1p and 
2p coins. Mark Howlett from the charity was presented 
with a cheque by students from the Year Council. The 
Weldmar Trust is a local cancer and hospice charity 
providing help and support to patients and families, 
funded entirely by donations.

FRIDAY 18TH
Year 11 Drama 
Assessment Day
PA1 & 3

Sixth Form applications due

SATURDAY 19TH
Science Family Fun Day
St MAry’S Middle School
10.00 AM - 1.00 PM

MONDAY 21ST
GCSE Drama Showcase
PA1
7.00 PM

TUESDAY 22ND
GCSE Drama Showcase
PA1
7.00 PM

WEDNESDAY 23RD
GCSE Drama Showcase
PA1
froM 7.00 PM

Dance G & T Day,
PA1
All dAy

 “Romeo and Juliet” Trip
engliSh / yeAr 11 

THURSDAY 24TH
GCSE Music Recital 
MU1
6.00 PM

SATURDAY 26TH
“Little Shop” Rehearsal Day 
theAtre

9.00 AM – 4.00 PM

CCF Ten Tors Day Walk 

SUNDAY 27TH
“Little Shop” Rehearsal Day 
theAtre 
9.00 AM – 4.00 PM

MONDAY 28TH
Year 11 Reports 
home this week

Community Lecture
theAtre

7.00 PM

WEDNESDAY 30TH
Café Scientifique
Sixth forM centre

qUiet rooM 
4.00 PM

thUrSdAy 31St

Tutor Consultation 
yeAr 13
for tArgeted StUdentS

Februray 
fridAy 1St

Battle of the Bands Finals
theAtre 
froM 4PM

Barcelona Spanish Exchange 
yeAr 12 
retUrnS 8TH FEB 

London Trip
geogrAPhy  / yeAr 9
retUrnS 2ND FEB

The Thomas Hardye School  
Year 13 Equestrian Team 
recently competed at the 
National School Equestrian 
Association’s annual show-
jumping National Finals, 
at the prestigious Addington 
Manor Equestrian Centre. 
Ella Pallister, Catherine 
Frampton Hobbs, Maddie 
Morris and Kizzie Russell 
made up the team, who train in 
their own time. The girls secured 
6th place. See more online here 

BTEC Sport students 
completed the first of three 
assessments for their first 
assignment in Anatomy and 
Physiology by teaching mini 
lessons to Year 8 pupils at 
Dorchester Middle School. 
Comprised of topics such as 
‘Fast and slow twitch muscle 
fibres’, clear lesson objectives 
were laid out to the Year 8 
students and then taught in a fun, 
challenging and interactive way.  
Read more here

newsFLASH! 

EDUCATING YOUNG PEOPLE 
TO BE SAFE ONLINE
We take e-safety very seriously at  
Thomas Hardye school and we are 
therefore pleased to announce the launch 
of a brand-new area of the school website 
dedicated to offering parents advice on 
keeping their children safe on the internet.  
There are various resources on the 
website here, including practical ideas 
for parents, links to other useful websites 
and a video of a recent talk by PC Jeff Grey 
(Internet Safety Officer for Dorset Police).

We will aim to keep this e-safety 
area of the website regularly 
updated with new material. 
Why not let us know what you think? 

A group from Year 10  
went on a German 
exchange in the last  
week before Christmas.  
They stayed with host 
families in Kassel.  
The photograph features 
the whole exchange group 
in the German school.

http://www.philip-reeve.com
http://www.thomas-hardye.dorset.sch.uk/pages/news/2012/12_12/equestrian.php
http://www.thomas-hardye.dorset.sch.uk/pages/news/2012/12_12/btec_sports.php
http://www.thomas-hardye.dorset.sch.uk/pages/information/esafety.php

